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Missouri is a very interesting state.  Many people consider it a microcosm of the United States.  Its 

percentage of the African-American population mirrors the United States, which is good for Democrats.  The 

percentage of Union workers is also representative of the nation which is another good sign for Democrats.  The 

state also has a rural and urban mixture throughout the state, which is similar to the United States, which is a 

good sign for both Republicans and Democrats respectively (Sullentrop, 2004).  The state is 84% white, about 

11% African-American, and about 3% Hispanic (Missouri Census Data, 2006). 

Missouri has been known as the bellwether state because it has picked the winner of every presidential 

election since 1900, with the exception of the 1956 election (Sullentrop, 2004).  The margins between the 

winner and the loser of the state are usually close, which explains its swing state status.  The close margins also 

mirror the national margins, for example in 2004 Bush beat Kerry nationally by 3% and in the state by 7%. In 

1996 Clinton beat Dole nationally by 8% and in the state by 7%.  In 1988 Bush beat Dukakis nationally by 7% 

and in the state by 4% (Leip, 2008). 

In the U.S. Senate, the Republicans have won four out of the last six Senate races.  In 2006 Democrat 

Claire McCaskill beat incumbent Republican Jim Talent with 49.6% of the vote (Miller, 2006).  This has given 

some Democrats hope that they could win the state in 2008.  In the U.S. House, the Republicans have controlled 

the majority of the seats since 2000.  They controlled five out of the nine seats (Tradahl, 2000, 2002, 2004; 

Miller, 2006).  The Democrats were in control from 1990-1998.  They controlled from five (1996-1998) to six 

(1990-1994) seats out of nine (Anderson, 1990, 1992; Carle 1994, 1996; Tradahl 1998). 

In the past three gubernatorial elections both parties have won.  They have all won with at least 50% of 

the vote.  Republican Matt Blunt won 51% of the vote in 2004 (AllPolitics, 1996; Cable News Network, 2000, 

2004).  In the state House, Republicans have controlled the majority of seats since 2004.  The Democrats were 

in control in 2000.  But in the state Senate the Republicans were in control of the seats since 2000 (StateVote, 

2000, 2002, 2004, 2006). 

Recent polling data has shown that the presumptive nominee John McCain beating the two remaining 

Democratic candidates by an average of 12% (Rasmussen Reports, March 24, 2008).  The polling firm 

Rasmussen Reports has Missouri in its Leans Republican column for its Electoral College calculator 

(Rasmussen Reports, 2008).  At this time I am calling the state for the Republican candidate, but it is too early to 

be certain that it will stay that way.  Looking at the past election results this state could swing either way.  But at 

this time the Republican candidate probably has the edge. 

 

 

SOURCES 



AllPolitics. 1996." "AllPolitics-Missouri Governor Election Results." "CNN.com Available at 

<http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/MOgov.html.> 

Anderson, Donald  K. 1990. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 6, 1990."" Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1990election.pdf.>" 

Anderson, Donald  K. 1992. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 3, 1992."" Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1992/92Stat.htm#25.> 

Cable News Network. 2000." "CNN.com Election 2000-Results." "CNN.com Available at 

<http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2000/results/MO/frameset.exclude.html.> 

Cable News Network. 2004." "CNN.com Election 2004-Governor." "CNN.com Available at 

<http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2004/pages/results/governor/.> 

Carle, Robin H. 1994. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 8, 1994."" Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1994/94Stat.htm#25.> 

Carle, Robin H. 1996 ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 5, 1996."" Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1996/96Stat.htm#25.> 

Leip, David. 2008. "Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections." Available at 

<http://www.uselectionatlas.org>. 

Miller, Lorraine C. 2006. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 7, 2006."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2006/2006Stat.htm#25.> 

Missouri Census Data. 2006. U.S. Census Bureau. Available at 

<http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=&geo_id=04000US29&_geoContext=010

00US%7C04000US29&_street=&_county=&_cityTown=&_state=04000US29&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse

=on&ActiveGeoDiv=&_useEV=&pctxt=fph&pgsl=040&_submenuId=factsheet_1&ds_name=DEC_20

00_SAFF&_ci_nbr=null&qr_name=&reg=%3Anull&_keyword=&_industry=>. 

Rasmussen Reports, March 24, 2008, 

http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/m

issouri/election_2008_missouri_presidential_election 

Rasmussen Reports. 2008. “Election 2008: Electoral College Update.” Available at 

<http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/

election_2008_electoral_college_update.> 

StateVote 2000. 2000. "Election Profile." National Conference of State Legislatures. Available at 

<http://www.ncsl.org/ncsldb/elect98/profile.cfm?yearsel=2000&statesel=MO>. 

StateVote 2002. 2002. "Election Profile." National Conference of State Legislatures. Available at 

<http://www.ncsl.org/ncsldb/elect98/profile.cfm?yearsel=2002>. 

StateVote 2004. 2004. "Election Profile." National Conference of State Legislatures. Available at 

<http://www.ncsl.org/ncsldb/elect98/profile.cfm?yearsel=2004>. 

StateVote 2006. 2006. ""Election Profile."" National Conference of State Legislatures. Available at 

<http://www.ncsl.org/ncsldb/elect98/profile.cfm?yearsel=2006&statesel=MO>. 

Sullentrop, Chris. 2004. “Can Kerry lose Missouri and win the White House?” Slate Magazine. Available at 

<www.slate.com/id/2101779/.> 

Trandahl, Jerry. 1998. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 3, 1998."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1998/98Stat.htm#25.> 

Trandahl, Jerry. 2000. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 7, 2000."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2000/2000Stat.htm#25.> 

Trandahl, Jerry. 2002. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 5, 2002."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2002/2002Stat.htm#25.> 

Trandahl, Jerry. 2004. ""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 2, 2004."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2004/2004Stat.htm#25.> 

 


