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 Nebraska is a red state; it has voted Republican for almost every level of government in its state.  

Nebraska is a rural state which tends to vote Republican (Baumgartner, 2006).  The state is almost 89% white, 

so a Democrat would have a hard time winning without a lot of help from minorities (Nebraska Census Data, 

2006).  As of 2006 about 50% of registered Nebraskans were Republicans.  About 33% of registered 

Nebraskans were Democrats and about 16% were Independents (Nebraska Secretary of State, 2006). 

 In the presidential elections, the Republican candidate has won the state every time since 1940, with the 

exception of 1964.  The margins between the two candidates have always been large.  The current President, 

George W. Bush beat his challenger in the state by 62.3% in 2000 and by 65.9% of the vote in 2004.  In 1992, 

George H.W. Bush won the state with 46.6% of the vote (Leip, 2008).  On the presidential level this state votes 

straight Republican. 

 In the U.S. Senate races both Democrat and Republican candidates have won the seats.  In 2006 

Nebraska reelected its Democratic Senator Ben Nelson with 63.9% of the vote (Miller, 2006).  In 2002 it 

reelected its Republican Senator Chuck Hagel with 82.8% of the vote (Tradahl, 2002).  In the past nine U.S. 

House of Representatives elections the Republicans have controlled the most seats.  Nebraska only has three 

congressional seats and the Republicans have been in control of them since 1994.  In 1990 and 1992 they only 

had control of two seats while the Democrats had control of one (Anderson, 1990, 1992; Carle, 1994, 1996; 

Tradahl, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004; Miller, 2006). 

 The Republicans have also won the past three gubernatorial races, with significant margins.  In 2006 

Governor Dave Heineman won with 74% of the vote (AllPolitics, 1998; Cable News Network, 2002, 2006).  

Nebraska does not have a bicameral state legislature; it is the only one in our nation that has a unicameral 

legislature.  Also all of its elected officials are elected nonpartisan; therefore we can not say which party has 

held control of this legislative body (StateVote, 2006).  Overall Nebraska has voted straight Republican on most 

levels of government, with the exception of the U.S. Senate.  The Republican candidate will have no obstacle 

winning this state in November. 

 

SOURCES 

AllPolitics. 1998. "Conservative Johanns Wins Nebraska Governorship."" CNN.com. Available at 

<http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1998/11/03/election/governors/nebraska/>. 

Anderson, Donald  K. 1990. "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 6, 1990." Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1990election.pdf.> 

Anderson, Donald  K. 1992. "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 3, 1992."" Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1992/92Stat.htm#27.> 

Baumgartner, Jody and Peter L. Francia. 2006. “Victim or Victor of the Culture War? How Cultural Issues 

Affect Support for George W. Bush in Rural America.” American Review of Politics, 26:349-367. 



Cable News Network. 2002. "Elections 2002: State Races (Nebraska)."" CNN.com. Available at 

<http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2002/pages/governor/>.  

Cable News Network. 2006. "America Votes 2006, Governor (Complete Results)."" CNN.com. Available at 

<http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2006/pages/results/governor/full.list/>. 

Carle, Robin H. 1994. "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 8, 1994."" Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1994/94Stat.htm#27.> 

Carle, Robin H. 1996 "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 5, 1996."" Available at < 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1996/96Stat.htm#27.> 

Leip, David. 2008. "Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections."" Available at 

<http://www.uselectionatlas.org>. 

Miller, Lorraine C. 2006. "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 7, 2006."" Available at 

http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2006/2006Stat.htm#27 

Nebraska Census Data. 2006. U.S. Census Bureau. Available at 

<http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=&geo_id=04000US31&_geoContext=010

00US%7C04000US31&_street=&_county=&_cityTown=&_state=04000US31&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse

=on&ActiveGeoDiv=&_useEV=&pctxt=fph&pgsl=040&_submenuId=factsheet_1&ds_name=null&_ci

_nbr=null&qr_name=null&reg=null%3Anull&_keyword=&_industry=> 

Nebraska Secretary of State. 2006. "Number of Registered Voters."" 2006. Available at 

<http://www.sos.ne.gov/elec/registered-voters.html>. 

StateVote 2006. 2006.""Election Profile."" National Conference of State Legislatures. Available at 

<http://www.ncsl.org/ncsldb/elect98/profile.cfm?yearsel=2006&statesel=NE>. 

Trandahl, Jerry. 1998.""Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 3, 1998."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/1998/98Stat.htm#27.> 

Trandahl, Jerry. 2000. "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 7, 2000."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2000/2000Stat.htm#27.> 

Trandahl, Jerry. 2002. "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 5, 2002."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2002/2002Stat.htm#27.> 

Trandahl, Jerry. 2004. "Statistics of the Congressional Election of November 2, 2004."" Available at 

<http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/2004/2004Stat.htm#27.> 

 


